
 Co-Directors Annual Report to the Board of SingYourJoy 
2015 - 2016 Season 

SingYourJoy Celebrates 5 years of building community! 
 
Our thanks is foremost in mind as we prepare our annual report to the Board… 

… for the opportunity to work with this amazing group of young people,  
… for the support and encouragement of our board of directors,  
… for our faithful and ever-growing audience and champions, 
… for the financial support coming from all corners of the community. 

 
The energy and enthusiasm for SingYourJoy is flourishing, and the 5th Anniversary Celebration 
Season was a huge opportunity for us to celebrate our past and dream for our future. 
 
Christine and Gordon 
 

BRIEF HIGHLIGHTS 
 

- 5th Anniversary: our season was built on the energy celebrating our 5th year as 
a chorus 

- Guest clinician/conductor: Willi Zwozdesky workshopped two rehearsals, 
co-directed our April concert and was a cornerstone for singers, directors, 
audience and supporters for creating and maintaining enthusiasm around our 
5th season. 

- Number of singers: Overall Registration Intake (60); December 2015 Concert 
Singers (45); April 2016 Concert Singers (49) 

- Growth of skillsets/sound: balanced sections, choral excellence in all sections, 
small ensembles and soloists 

- Expanded repertoire: tackled our largest and most challenging program to 
date 

- Joint Concert: SingYourJoy was invited in the spring of 2015 to be part of a 
collaborative event with the Linden Singers. The invitation signified a continued 
growing awareness of SingYourJoy in the local choral scene and an opportunity 
for our singers to participate with a different age group in a social and choral 
environment. 

- Recognition: of SingYourJoy and its founders’ work by LeaderShift, an initiative 
of BC Conference of the United Church of Canada (through the 5 minute 
overview video found here: https://youtu.be/kVkpZef2xZ8) 

- Sponsors: gained one new $1000 patron 
- Season Sponsorship: $3000 Harbourside Rotary Club of Victoria 
- Continued work application for charitable status to the federal government 
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OUR YEAR END MESSAGE TO THE SINGERS 

6¨î¦ Y ¯¥Y¢ÇÇÇ 

 

Tf mYd Y kYx¨Y¦¨nb bfvfa¥Y¨nzx ¨mn¦Ë z©¥ knk¨m Yxxn®f¥¦Y¥± ±fY¥Î 6¨ ¯Y¦ wYdf 

f°¨¥Yz¥dnxY¥± a± ±z©¥ ¢¥f¦fxbfË ±z©¥ l¥fY¨ ®znbf¦Ë ¦zwf kYa©vz©¦ ¥f¢f¥¨zn¥f Yxd Y 

x©waf¥ zk ¦¢fbnYv f®fx¨¦Î 

 

6¨ ¯Y¦ Y ¦fY¦zx zk wYunxl Yxd wff¨nxl xf¯ k¥nfxd¦Ë ¨¥±nxl z©¨ xf¯ ndfY¦ Yxd ¦nxlnxl 

xf¯ Yxd bmYvvfxlnxl ¥f¢f¥¨zn¥fÎ Tf Yvv lYnxfd k¥zw z©¥ f°¢f¥nfxbf zk ¯z¥unxl ¯n¨m 

Tnvvn X¯z´df¦u±Ë mn¦ ¯Y¥w ¯Y± zk vfYdnxlË mn¦ f°Yb¨nxl w©¦nbYv ¦fx¦nanvn¨±Ë Yxd ¨mf kYb¨ 

¨mY¨ mf ¥fYvv± Ñlz¨ ©¦Ò Ý  mf ¦ffwfd ¨z ©xdf¥¦¨Yxd ¢¥fbn¦fv± ¯mY¨ ¯f ¯f¥f Yvv Yaz©¨Î 

 

!¦ ¦nxlf¥¦Ë ±z© ¥z¦f ¨z ¨mf zbbY¦nzxÎ Vz© bzx¨nx©fd z©¥ ¨¥Ydn¨nzx zk b¥fY¨nxl Y ¦Ykf Yxd 

mfYv¨m± fx®n¥zxwfx¨ ¯mf¥f f®f¥±zxf kffv¦ ¯fvbzwfÎ Vz© ¨zzu zx ¨mf bmYvvfxlf¦ zk z©¥ 

vY¥lf¦¨ Yxd wz¦¨ Ywan¨nz©¦ ¥f¢f¥¨zn¥f f®f¥Î !xd ±z© ¢f¥kz¥wfd afY©¨nk©vv± Y¨ Yvv zk z©¥ 

bzxbf¥¨ z¢¢z¥¨©xn¨nf¦ ¨mn¦ ¦fY¦zxÎ 

 

Tf Y¥f ¢vYxxnxl Yx Y¯f¦zwf f°¢f¥nfxbf kz¥ Yvv zk ©¦ nx z©¥ āÿĀąÙāÿĀĆ ¦fY¦zx Yxd 

z®f¥ ¨mf ¦©wwf¥ ¯f ¯nvv uff¢ nx bzx¨Yb¨ ¯n¨m ±z© Ý f¦¢fbnYvv± Yaz©¨ mfv¢nxl lf¨ ¨mf 

¯z¥d z©¨ kz¥ z©¥ 3Yvv L¨Y¥¨Ý©¢Î Lzwf zk z©¥ wfwaf¥¦ Y¥f wz®nxl zx ã¯f wn¦¦ ±z© 

Yv¥fYd±Çä  Yxd ¯f xffd ¨z ¥f¢vYbf ¨mfw nx z©¥ ¥Yxu¦ ¨z wYuf ¦©¥f ¨mf LnxlVz©¥;z± ¦¨z¥± 

bzx¨nx©f¦ kz¥ wYx± ±fY¥¦ ¨z bzwfÎ LAË ¥fwfwaf¥ ¨mY¨ ¦zwfazd± vnufv± nx®n¨fd ±z© ¨z 

±z©¥ kn¥¦¨ ¥fmfY¥¦Yv Yxd ¯f mz¢f ¨mY¨ ±z© ¯nvv ¥f¨©¥x ¨mf kY®z©¥ a± nx®n¨nxl ¦zwfzxf ¨z 

tznx ±z© ¨mn¦ kYvvÎ 
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MUSIC and THE CHORAL COMMUNITY 
 
This year more than any previous had a continuity from fall to 
winter. The anticipation of our 5th anniversary celebration 
and special guest Willi Zwozdesky was a real drawing card for 
our singers to commit and stay for the full year. 
 
We encouraged singers to attend and observe the Vancouver 
Men’s Chorus under Willi’s direction in performance 
(November 2015). SYJ was invited to participate in a day-long 
choral workshop sponsored by Music United and the BC Choral 
Federation (January 2016) and our singers were encouraged 
to attend a concert by visiting award winning young adult 
choir Coastal Sound Youth Choir (May 2016). In May 2016 one 
of our singers participated in the auditioned BC Youth Choir 
program held in conjunction with the BCCF’s annual Chorfest 
in Vancouver. These opportunities for learning were all 

offered at a reduced rate (or tariff free) for any SYJ participant wishing to take part. About a 
dozen of our singers took advantage of these opportunities.  
 
In March, we joined forces for a day-long workshop with the Linden Singers. This was 
attended by over 80% of our singers who were able to learn and grow in an intergenerational 
environment of committed choral singers. This event was our dress rehearsal for our mid 
season joint concert with 
Linden, “Inspire”. Our 
feedback from SingYourJoy 
participants was that it was a 
fun and valuable collaboration. 
Many thanks to Director Brian 
Wismath and the Linden Board 
for reaching out to us and 
encouraging this choral 
community building. 
 
Our season’s repertoire was 
challenging and varied and an 
effort was made maximize our results with the well balanced numbers (male/female) voices 
and the skill level of our singers. We set the bar high and presented a very good performance 
in our April concert “Everything Possible”.  
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April 11, 2016 - from Willi Zwozdesky: 
 

5fvvz 4z¥dzx Yxd *m¥n¦¨nxfÍ 
 
=n®nxlË Y¦ ¯f xz¯ Y¥fË nx ¨mf Yk¨f¥wY¨m zk ¨mn¦ ¯zxdf¥k©v Yxxn®f¥¦Y¥±Ë 6 ¯Yx¨fd ¨z ¥fn¨f¥Y¨f w± 
¨mYxu¦ ¨z az¨m zk ±z© kz¥ nx®n¨nxl wf ¨z af ¢Y¥¨ zk ¨mf kf¦¨n®n¨nf¦Î 6¨Ð¦ xz¨ fY¦± ¨z mYxd z®f¥ ¨mf ¥fnx¦ 
zk zxfÐ¦ bmzn¥ ¨z ¦zwfzxf fv¦fË Yxd 6 Yw f°¨¥fwfv± ¥f¦¢fb¨k©v zk ¯mY¨ ¨mY¨ dfbn¦nzx fx¨Ynv¦Î 6 mz¢f 6 
dfvn®f¥fd ©¢ ¨z ±z©¥ ¦¨YxdY¥dÇ 6 ¯Y¦ ®f¥± mzxz©¥fd ¨z mY®f affx bmz¦fx k¥zw Ywzxl Y ¯ndf 
bzx¦¨fvvY¨nzx zk w©¦nbYv bzvvfYl©f¦Ë Yxd afxfkn¨fd k¥zw ¨mf f°¢f¥nfxbfÎ 6 uxz¯ 6 ¯nvv ¨Yuf ¨mY¨ 
f°¢f¥nfxbf kz¥¯Y¥d nx w± bY¥ff¥Î 
  
Vz©¥ ¢¥ztfb¨ n¦ fx®nYavf nx wYx±Ë wYx± ¥f¦¢fb¨¦ Yxd ±z©Ð®f wYdf Y ¥f¦z©xdnxl wY¥u nx ¨mf Snb¨z¥nY 
bmz¥Yv bzww©xn¨±Î Vz©¥ nxdn®nd©Yv ¨Yvfx¨¦ Yxd ¢Y¦¦nzx¦ bzwanxfd ¯n¨m ¨mf xzÝaY¥¥nf¥Ë x©¥¨©¥nxl 
fx®n¥zxwfx¨ ±z© b¥fY¨f Y¥f bvfY¥v± Y¨ ¨mf bfx¨¥f zk ±z©¥ ¦©bbf¦¦Î Mmn¦Ë bz©¢vfd ¯n¨m Y lfxf¥z©¦ lnk¨ 
k¥zw ¨mf Nxn¨fd *m©¥bm Yxd ¨mf nxx©wf¥Yavf mz©¥¦ fYbm zk ±z© mY¦ ¢©¨ nxË ¥f¦©v¨¦ nx Y bmzn¥ ¨mY¨ n¦ 
bmYxlnxl ¨mf vn®f¦ zk wYx± zk ¨mf¦f ¦nxlf¥¦Î  6 uxz¯ ¨mn¦ afbY©¦f 6Ð®f affx ¯z¥unxl nx Y bzww©xn¨± 
dfdnbY¨fd ¨z ¦zbnYv Yb¨nzx Yxd bmYxlfË Y¦ ¯fvvË Yxd 6Ð®f ¦ffx ¨mf vzxlÝ¨f¥w ¥f¦©v¨¦ Yxd afxfkn¨¦Î 
)¥Y®z Yxd m©lf ¢vY©dn¨¦ ¨z az¨m zk ±z© kz¥ ±z©¥ ®n¦nzx Yxd ¢f¥¦f®f¥YxbfÎ 
  
6 ¦nxbf¥fv± ¯n¦m ±z© k©¥¨mf¥ ¦©bbf¦¦ ¯n¨m ¨mn¦ azvd ®fx¨©¥f Yxd mz¢f ¨mY¨ fYbm zk ±z© n¦ lf¨¨nxl aYbu 
k¥zw n¨ fxz©lm ¥f¢vfxn¦mwfx¨ ¨z uff¢ ±z© wz®nxl kz¥¯Y¥dÎ 6¨ ¯Y¦ Y ¢vfY¦©¥f ¨z bzx¨¥na©¨f ¨mf 
)fVz©Mnk©v Y¥¥Yxlfwfx¨ Þ 6 ¥fYvv± dz xffd ¨z lf¨ zx ¨z b¥fY¨nxl Y ¢¥z¢f¥ ¢nYxz ¦bz¥f kz¥ *m¥n¦¨nxfÇ 
  
=zzunxl kz¥¯Y¥d ¨z ¦ffnxl ±z© zx Mm©¥¦dY± Yxd ¨z ¨mf ©xkzvdnxl zk ¨mf āÿĀĆ Vz©xl !d©v¨ *mz¥kf¦¨ 
¦¨¥fYw nx Snb¨z¥nYÎ MmYxu¦ zxbf YlYnxÎ 
  
)nl m©l¦ Yxd af¦¨ ¯n¦mf¦Ë 
Tnvvn 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE  

While we continued our practice to serve a meal at Our Place Society in both the fall and 
winter seasons, there was an interesting shift to singer-initiated and directed social service 
initiatives. One group sang at a rally where volunteers packed clothing for the folks in tent 
city and another group came together to knit toques and scarves for new Canadians. We will 
be looking for other opportunities to encourage grass roots initiatives from the chorus in the 
coming year. 

the SingYourJoy CULTURE 

 

 
Every season through team building exercises and community service, meals together and our 
rehearsals and performances, an intentional effort is made to instill a sense of pride and self 
worth by belonging to SingYourJoy. Each singer arrives on this journey in a personal place and 
joins in something that is already in progress and is still ‘becoming’. Melding the story of the 
singer into the story of the chorus (and visa versa) is part of the culture of SingYourJoy. Its 
ideals of welcome, inclusiveness and space of safety are hallmarks of the SingYourJoy brand.  
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Kids Choir Camp 

Kids Choir Camp is an opportunity for SingYourJoy to 
expand its ‘brand’ to a younger audience, encouraging 
the next generation of singers.  

This year was once again financially underwritten by 
Oak Bay United Church. We had 10 participants (one 
less than last year) who enjoyed the week’s activities, 
including singing for the Oak Bay Firefighters and Oak 
Bay City Hall Staff. 

We had hoped to grow Kids Choir Camp this year and 
faced an obstacle in the scheduling of spring break for 
public and private schools and the additional challenge 
of an early Easter. Several anticipated returning singers 
were unable to participate and expressed regret. 
Families of participating singers were thrilled with the 
quality of the overall program including theme, craft, 
skill-building and choral learning. 
 
We are looking forward to renewed efforts in 2017. 
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